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exhibit introduction
Throughout the exh�b�t�on The Sixties: A Decade That Defined a Generation at the 
Lorenzo Cultural Center students w�ll d�scover both the un�versal and the un�que 
about one of the most defin�ng decades �n our nat�on’s h�story through a ser�es of 
exh�b�ts employ�ng v�deo, aud�o, photos and art�facts.
Th�s packet of �nformat�on �s des�gned to ass�st teachers �n mak�ng the most of the�r 
students’ v�s�t to the Lorenzo Cultural Center. Conta�ned �n th�s packet are:

1. An outl�ne of the exh�b�t
2. Facts, �nformat�on, quotes and act�v�t�es related to the s�xt�es
3. Lesson plans related to the s�xt�es
4. A resource l�st w�th webs�tes, addresses and �nformat�on
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The Sixties: A Decade That Defined a Generation

february 28–May 16, 2009

Part i: eXHibit outline
background information on the sixties

introduction
The Sixties: A Decade that Defined a Generation was one of turmo�l and change. The country was jolted by the assass�nat�ons 
of one pres�dent, two c�v�l r�ghts leaders, and one pres�dent�al hopeful. Nuclear war was barely averted. The country was less 
w�ll�ng to tolerate soc�al �nequ�t�es. As the decade wore on, the war �n V�etnam became �ncreas�ngly content�ous, w�th protests 
grow�ng �n frequency and s�ze. At the beg�nn�ng of the decade, one man orb�ted the earth, and at the end, two men walked on 
the moon.
Annette, Fab�an and Elv�s entered our theaters. Then, �n a bl�nk, th�ngs changed; Br�t�sh mus�c filled the a�r waves and w�ld 
fash�ons became a statement.  T-sh�rts became t�e-dyed, ha�r grew, sk�rts shortened and h�-fi stereos got louder. Coffee houses 
and folk mus�c flour�shed. College students fought for �ndependence of thought; c�v�l r�ghts and fem�n�sm became major 
top�cs. Schools became �ntegrated. Draft cards and bras were burned.

The early years
In the 1960s, as �n most eras, everyone �nclud�ng M�ch�gan�ans dreamed of a better l�fe. In the early years of the 1960s fam�ly 
l�fe was st�ll dom�nated by the trad�t�onal roles for mother and father. Telev�s�on shows reflected good, old-fash�oned fam�ly 
values. Ed Sull�van treated us to Elv�s, Frank S�natra and Wayne Newton. But soon, su�ts and t�es gave way to jeans. ‘Father 
knows best’ wasn’t always the case. Greased ha�r and leather changed to long ha�r and beads.

The Political scene
The Cold War, the state of confl�ct, tens�on and compet�t�on that ex�sted between the Un�ted States and the Sov�et Un�on, 
began follow�ng WW II and through the 1960s. The closest these superpowers came to war was dur�ng the Cuban M�ss�le 
Cr�s�s �n 1962, when the Sov�et Un�on secretly placed offens�ve m�ss�les w�th nuclear warheads �n Cuba, and provoked an 
Amer�can naval quarant�ne that brought the two superpowers to the br�nk of war. However, the threat of nuclear ann�h�lat�on 
restra�ned the Un�ted States and the Sov�et Un�on from d�rectly confront�ng each other �n battle.
The Space Race grew out of the Cold War between the Un�ted States and the Sov�et Un�on and was a cruc�al arena for th�s 
r�valry. Our nat�on marveled at advances �n technology and JFK’s comm�tment to go to the moon �n less than a decade. Early 
Apollo m�ss�ons broke barr�ers and solved techn�cal problems, wh�ch allowed the Apollo 11 fl�ght to launch on July 16, 1969, 
manned by astronauts Ne�l Armstrong, Edw�n Aldr�n Jr., and M�chael Coll�ns. After the land�ng of the Lunar Module on July 
20, 1969, Armstrong donned h�s space su�t to become the first man to step on the moon’s surface and speak the now-h�stor�cal 
phrase, “That’s one small step for man, and one g�ant leap for mank�nd.”
John F�tzgerald Kennedy defeated R�chard N�xon �n the 1960 U.S. pres�dent�al elect�on, one of the closest �n Amer�can h�story. 
At forty-three, he was the youngest elected to the office. Kennedy �s also the only pres�dent to have won a Pul�tzer Pr�ze. As�de 
from the Cuban M�ss�le Cr�s�s and the Space Race, other major events dur�ng h�s br�ef adm�n�strat�on �ncluded the Bay of P�gs 
Invas�on, the Cuban M�ss�le Cr�s�s, bu�ld�ng of the Berl�n Wall, the Space Race, an accelerat�on �n the C�v�l R�ghts Movement, 
early events of the V�etnam War and the creat�on of the Peace Corps. JFK first ment�oned the Peace Corps on Oct. 14, 1960 
dur�ng a 1:30 a.m. appearance at the Un�vers�ty of M�ch�gan Un�on. John F. Kennedy was assass�nated on November 22, 1963, 
�n Dallas, Texas.
Lyndon Ba�nes Johnson, succeeded to the pres�dency follow�ng the assass�nat�on of Pres�dent John F. Kennedy, completed 
h�s term and was elected Pres�dent �n h�s own r�ght �n a landsl�de v�ctory �n 1964. Johnson was respons�ble for des�gn�ng the 
“Great Soc�ety” leg�slat�on that �ncluded c�v�l r�ghts laws, vot�ng laws, Med�care, Med�ca�d, a�d to educat�on, and the “War on 
Poverty.” S�multaneously, he escalated the Amer�can �nvolvement �n the V�etnam War from 16,000 Amer�can sold�ers �n 1963 
to 500,000 �n early 1968. LBJ’s most memorable v�s�t to M�ch�gan was h�s commencement address to U of M grads on May 
22, 1964 where he asked all �n attendance to jo�n the “Great Soc�ety.”
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R�chard M�lhous N�xon served as v�ce pres�dent from 1953 unt�l 1961. Desp�te announc�ng h�s ret�rement from pol�t�cs after 
los�ng the Cal�forn�a gubernator�al elect�on �n 1962, N�xon was elected pres�dent �n 1968. The most �mmed�ate task fac�ng 
Pres�dent N�xon was the V�etnam War. He �n�t�ally escalated the confl�ct, oversee�ng secret bomb�ng campa�gns, but began to 
w�thdraw Amer�can troops from V�etnam �n June 1969 and �ntroduced a lottery system that �mproved the m�l�tary draft system 
�n December of that year.

The War
Un�ted States m�l�tary �nvolvement �n V�etnam began as early as the m�d-1950s �n an effort to halt the spread of commun�sm 
�n Southeast As�a. V�etnam was a country d�v�ded, w�th the South V�etnamese government a�ded by the Un�ted States and 
commun�sts forces back�ng the government of North V�etnam.
The Un�ted States government bel�eved that �f North V�etnam were to ga�n full control of the country, then the rest of 
Southeast As�a and beyond would eventually fall to commun�st rule. By 1963 Pres�dent Kennedy had tr�pled U.S. a�d, and the 
number of m�l�tary adv�sors present �n V�etnam had r�sen from several hundred to s�xteen thousand.
By 1965 the push to �ncrease Amer�can m�l�tary occupat�on �n V�etnam forced the Select�ve Serv�ce to �ncrease draft calls. 
As Amer�can casualt�es rose, so d�d the protest aga�nst the Un�ted States’ �nvolvement. The North V�etnamese jo�ned forces 
w�th the V�et Cong to launch the Tet Offens�ve �n 1968, attack�ng approx�mately one hundred South V�etnamese c�t�es and 
towns. U.S troops �n V�etnam reached a peak of 540,000 �n 1968 before Pres�dent N�xon ordered the first of many U.S troop 
w�thdrawals �n July 1969.

national:
Number of Amer�cans who served �n V�etnam .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2,700,000
Average age of U.S. combat personnel �n V�etnam   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 19
Number of U.S. serv�cemen k�lled �n combat �n V�etnam   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  59,000
Number of women m�l�tary personnel who served dur�ng V�etnam era   .  .  .  .  .  .  .193,000
Number of women k�lled �n act�on �n V�etnam   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8
Number class�fied as ser�ously wounded   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .153,300
Number of serv�cemen who lost at least one l�mb.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10,000
Number of South V�etnamese m�l�tary personnel k�lled dur�ng war .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .220,357
Number of South V�etnamese m�l�tary personnel wounded .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .499,000
Est�mated number of North V�etnamese m�l�tary and V�et Cong KIA .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .444,000
Est�mated number of V�etnamese c�v�l�ans k�lled �n war   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .587,000
Est�mated number of V�etnamese c�v�l�ans wounded �n war .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .935,000
One out of every ten who served �n V�etnam were k�lled or wounded. 68% of casualt�es occurred dur�ng 1967–69.

Michigan:
Number of M�ch�gan�ans who served �n V�etnam.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .2,654
Number st�ll l�sted as m�ss�ng �n act�on (MIA) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 53
Number of Congress�onal Medal of Honor rec�p�ents  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6

The rights of the People
Some who grew up �n the years follow�ng the end of WW II felt the prescr�bed �deal for Amer�can l�fe was restr�ct�ng and �ts 
rewards unsat�sfy�ng. Secur�ty and conform�ty seemed less �mportant than self-express�on. Mater�al success and prest�ge d�d not 
seem as des�rable as mean�ngful human relat�onsh�ps. Young people grew more and more aware of poverty and rac�al �njust�ce 
�n Amer�ca and became soc�ally act�ve �n quest�on�ng the accepted v�ew of the Un�ted States as an �deal and fully free soc�ety.
Amer�cans were moved by the V�etnam War, rac�al �njust�ce, fear of nuclear ann�h�lat�on, and the rampant mater�al�sm of 
cap�tal�st soc�ety. Many were �nsp�red by leaders such as John F. Kennedy and Mart�n Luther K�ng Jr. Small groups staged s�t-
�ns at schools, local lunch counters, and other publ�c fac�l�t�es. Masses gathered �n the nat�on’s c�t�es to protest what they saw as 
Amer�ca’s shortcom�ngs.
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S�gn�ficant events �n the 1960s C�v�l R�ghts Movement �ncluded the Lunch Counter S�t-In where four Afr�can Amer�can 
college freshmen from Greensboro, North Carol�na strolled �nto the segregated F. W. Woolworth store and qu�etly sat down. 
They were not served but stayed unt�l clos�ng t�me �n protest. The Freedom R�ders of the early 1960s rode through the South 
seek�ng �ntegrat�on of the bus, ra�l, and a�rport term�nals. The August 28, 1963, March on Wash�ngton saw more than 250,000 
blacks and wh�tes, s�de by s�de, call�ng on Pres�dent Kennedy and the Congress to prov�de equal�ty for Afr�can Amer�cans.
Metro Detro�t played a p�votal role �n the C�v�l R�ghts Movement. On June 23, 1963, led by Dr. Mart�n Luther K�ng, Jr., 
125,000 people marched down Woodward for rac�al equal�ty. On July 23, 1967, Detro�t pol�ce ra�ded a bl�nd p�g on 12th 
Street �n Detro�t and arrested patrons, but were met by a host�le crowd �n the early morn�ng hours. Soon a s�gn�ficant sect�on 
of the near west s�de was engulfed �n r�ot�ng. When �t ended nearly a week later, 43 are dead, 467 �njured, 7,231 arrested and 
2,509 stores were looted or burned. The Detro�t R�ot was the most lethal of scores of such urban upr�s�ngs that began �n Los 
Angeles �n 1965. Focus: HOPE was founded on March 18, 1968 w�th the m�ss�on of bu�ld�ng a metropol�tan commun�ty 
where all people may l�ve �n freedom, harmony, trust and affect�on.
Dr. Mart�n Luther K�ng, Jr. �s un�versally recogn�zed as one of the greatest c�v�l r�ghts leaders of all t�me. When he spoke, 
people l�stened. H�s courage and the power of h�s message galvan�zed the C�v�l R�ghts Movement and changed the course 
of race relat�ons �n the Un�ted States. K�ng’s nonv�olent �deals were echoed �n a speech g�ven near the end of the March on 
Wash�ngton �n 1963. At the foot of the L�ncoln Memor�al, he made h�s now-famous “I Have a Dream” speech. In 1964, K�ng 
became the youngest person to rece�ve the Nobel Peace Pr�ze. On Apr�l 4, 1968, Mart�n Luther K�ng, Jr. was assass�nated �n 
Memph�s, Tennessee.
Dur�ng the 1960s, �ncreas�ng numbers of marr�ed women entered the labor force, but �n 1963 the average work�ng woman 
earned only 63 percent of what a man made. That year author Betty Fr�edan publ�shed The Feminine Mystique, an explos�ve 
cr�t�que of m�ddle-class patterns that helped m�ll�ons of women art�culate a pervas�ve sense of d�scontent. Fr�edan encouraged 
readers to seek new roles and respons�b�l�t�es, to seek the�r own personal and profess�onal �dent�t�es rather than have them 
defined by the outs�de, male-dom�nated soc�ety.
Reform leg�slat�on also prompted change. The 1964 C�v�l R�ghts Act �ncluded an amendment to outlaw d�scr�m�nat�on on 
the bas�s of gender as well as race. Women themselves took measures to �mprove the�r lot. In 1966, 28 profess�onal women, 
�nclud�ng Betty Fr�edan, establ�shed the Nat�onal Organ�zat�on for Women (NOW) “to take act�on to br�ng Amer�can women 
�nto full part�c�pat�on �n the ma�nstream of Amer�can soc�ety now.”

Peace and love
Many young people quest�oned Amer�ca’s mater�al�sm and cultural and pol�t�cal norms. Seek�ng a better world, some used 
mus�c, pol�t�cs, and alternat�ve l�festyles to create what came to be known as the counterculture. Unconvent�onal appearance, 
mus�c, drugs, commun�tar�an exper�ments, and sexual l�berat�on were hallmarks of the s�xt�es counterculture. To some 
Amer�cans, these attr�butes reflected Amer�can �deals of free speech, equal�ty, and pursu�t of happ�ness. Other people saw the 
counterculture as self-�ndulgent, po�ntlessly rebell�ous, unpatr�ot�c, and destruct�ve of Amer�ca’s moral order.
Dur�ng the summer of 1967 tens of thousands of young people flocked to the Ha�ght-Ashbury d�str�ct �n San Franc�sco for 
the “Summer of Love.” The counterculture l�festyle �ntegrated many of the �deals of the t�me: peace, love, harmony, mus�c, 
myst�c�sm, and rel�g�ons outs�de the Judeo-Chr�st�an trad�t�on. Med�tat�on, yoga, and psychedel�c drugs were embraced as 
routes to expand�ng one’s consc�ousness. Many members of the counterculture saw the�r own l�ves as ways to express pol�t�cal 
and soc�al bel�efs. Personal appearance, song lyr�cs, and the arts were some of the methods used to make both �nd�v�dual and 
communal statements.

The Groovy life
Youth dom�nated the culture of the 1960’s, as 70 m�ll�on ch�ldren from the post-war baby boom became teenagers and young 
adults.  These youth swayed the fash�on, the fads and the pol�t�cs of the decade. Cal�forn�a surfers took to skateboards as a 
way to stay fit out of season, and by 1963, the fad had spread across the country.  Barb�e dolls, �ntroduced by Mattel �n 1959, 
became a huge success �n the s�xt�es, so much so that r�val toy manufacturer Hasbro came up w�th G. I. Joe. 
In 1960, Elv�s returned to the mus�c scene from the US Army, jo�n�ng the other wh�te male vocal�sts at the top of the charts; 
Ne�l Sedaka, Paul Anka, and Frank�e Avalon. Amer�ca, however, was ready for a change.  The Motown Record Company came 
on the scene, w�th groups such as the Supremes and Smoky Rob�nson.   Bob Dylan helped br�ng about a folk mus�c rev�val, 
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along w�th Joan Baez and Peter, Paul & Mary.  The Beach Boys began record�ng mus�c that appealed to h�gh schoolers.  The 
Beatles burst �nto popular�ty w�th �nnovat�ve rock mus�c that appealed to all ages. 
In the m�d-1960’s, Ac�d Rock, h�ghly ampl�fied and �mprov�sat�onal, and the more mellow Psychedel�c Rock ga�ned 
prom�nence.  Jefferson A�rplane and the Grateful Dead grew out of th�s the counterculture �n 1967.  The Woodstock Mus�c 
and Art Fa�r made h�story. Nearly half a m�ll�on concert-goers flocked to Bethel, New York from August 15-18, 1969 to see 
th�rty-two of the best-known mus�c�ans of the day. It was, depend�ng on one’s po�nt of v�ew, four days of generos�ty, peace, 
great mus�c, l�berat�on, and expand�ng consc�ousness, or four days of self-�ndulgence, no�se, prom�scu�ty, and �llegal drug use.
The 1960’s began w�th crew cuts on men and bouffant ha�rstyles on women and ended w�th ha�r that was long and b�g. 
Men’s casual sh�rts were often pla�d and buttoned down the front, wh�le knee-length dresses were requ�red wear for women �n 
most publ�c places.  By m�d-decade, m�n�sk�rts or hot pants were worn w�th go-go boots. Br�ght colors, polyester pants, su�ts 
w�th Nehru jackets, and turtlenecks were �n vogue for men.  By the end of the decade, t�es, when worn, were up to 5” w�de, 
patterned even when worn w�th str�pes.  Women wore peasant sk�rts or granny dresses and chunky shoes.  Bell bottomed jeans, 
love beads, and t�e-dyed t-sh�rts were popular.  Cloth�ng was as l�kely to be purchased at surplus stores as bout�ques. 
In the 1960s Broadway gave us Camelot, Hello Dolly, Ol�ver, and Ha�r. Mov�es �ncluded the Sound of Mus�c, 101 Dalmat�ons, 
M�dn�ght Cowboy, The Graduate and s�x James Bond mov�es. Teens danced the Mashed Potato, the Sw�m, the Watus�, the 
Monkey and the Jerk wh�le watch�ng Amer�can Bandstand. Telev�s�on began broadcast�ng �n color and The Fl�ntstones, the 
Jetsons, the Andy Gr�ffith Show, Bew�tched, Laugh-In and Star Trek were popular. In 1964, 73 m�ll�on v�ewers watched the 
Beatles on The Ed Sull�van Show.
In the Detro�t area, rock �cons of the 1960s �ncluded the MC5, Iggy Pop, Al�ce Cooper, Ted Nugent, M�tch Ryder and Bob 
Seger. The Beatles appeared at Olymp�a Stad�um on Sept. 6, 1964 and returned to Detro�t �n 1966. Detro�t celebrated as the 
T�gers won the World Ser�es �n 1968 w�th M�ckey Lol�ch, Al Kal�ne, W�ll�e Horton, M�ckey Stanley and J�m Northrup.
On Oct. 12, 1969, WKNR-FM deejay Russ G�bb was called by a l�stener wonder�ng about Beatle Paul McCartney’s death. 
W�th�n hours, Uncle Russ—as the deejay was known �n h�s h�pp�e days – had rece�ved nat�onal accla�m for break�ng the story 
of Paul’s hushed-up dem�se. It made for great rad�o. L�steners suggested how to detect supposed clues �nclud�ng play�ng var�ous 
songs backwards to reveal h�dden messages.

Motown turns 50
In 1960 Berry Gordy, Jr. transformed a two-story house at 2648 W. Grand Blvd. �nto “H�tsv�lle USA,” Motown’s first 
headquarters. In January 1961, the Pr�mettes s�gned w�th Motown and became the Supremes; contracts were also �nked 
w�th the Marvelettes and Marv�n Gaye. Born �n Sag�naw, Stev�e Wonder jo�ned Motown �n the m�d-1960s, when he was a 
teenager known as L�ttle Stev�e. Other major Motown stars from M�ch�gan �ncluded Aretha Frankl�n, Smokey Rob�nson, The 
Temptat�ons, The Four Tops, The Contours and Martha & The Vandellas.

Macomb College in the 60s
Images of the var�ety show and student congress can be seen �n the 1961 ed�t�on of “The Cornerstone,” South Macomb 
Commun�ty College’s yearbook. By the m�d-1960s, Macomb County Commun�ty College had nearly 10,000 students and 
was settl�ng �n to the newly bu�lt campus �n Warren wh�le construct�on cont�nued on the campus �n Cl�nton Townsh�p. The 
number of students was �ncreas�ng and so was the�r part�c�pat�on �n clubs such as the Equestr�an Club, Sk� Club and the 
“P�nsetters,” Macomb’s bowl�ng club. A “Queen” and her court were chosen at the Ball, and the campuses hosted dances and 
lecture ser�es. By the late 1960s, the number of students exceeded 15,000 and some were engaged �n soc�al protests, wh�le 
Macomb cheerleaders rooted on the sports teams, and Greek l�fe was act�ve on campus.
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Part ii: siXties faCts & tiMeline
1960
Political & social

• Year of the Kennedy-N�xon Debates — the first telev�sed pres�dent�al debate
• Kennedy announced h�s plan to establ�sh a Peace Corps �n a speech at the Un�vers�ty of M�ch�gan
• S�t-�ns �n Greensboro, North Carol�na, launched a new emphas�s �n c�v�l r�ghts act�v�sm
• The economy was �n a recess�on

science & technology
• Enov�d 10, the first b�rth control p�ll, was prescr�bed
• The photocop�er began to replace the m�meograph
• The first work�ng laser was demonstrated

Popular Culture
• Popular telev�s�on shows �ncluded The Andy Griffith Show and The Flintstones
• “The Tw�st” by Chubby Checker h�t No. 1
• Elv�s Presley returned from the Army
• Bye Bye Birdie was a h�t on Broadway 
• Berry Gordy Jr., founded Motown Records
• 1960 mov�es �ncluded Yul Brynner �n The Magnificent Seven, Alfred H�tchcock’s Psycho, El�zabeth Taylor �n 

Butterfield 8, Spencer Tracy as Clarence Darrow �n Inherit the Wind and K�rk Douglas �n Spartacus

1961
Political & social

• John F. Kennedy became pres�dent
• The “Bay of P�gs” �nvas�on of Cuba occurred
• Adolf E�chmann was found gu�lty for h�s role �n the Holocaust and was later executed by hang�ng �n Israel
• East German Commun�sts bu�lt the Berl�n Wall to d�v�de East and West Berl�n

science & technology
• Yur� Gagar�n, a Sov�et, became the first man �n space
• The Seattle Space Needle opened
• Astronomers d�scovered quasars
• Electr�c toothbrushes h�t the market

Popular Culture
• Telev�s�on shows �ncluded Rob and Laura Petr�e on The Dick Van Dyke Show, and Mister Ed starr�ng a 

talk�ng horse
• The rad�o was full of Patsy Cl�ne, Gary “U.S.” Bonds, Ray Charles, The Temptat�ons, The Beach Boys and Andy 

W�ll�ams s�ng�ng “Moon R�ver”
• Camelot re�gned on Broadway w�th Jul�e Andrews and Robert Goulet
• 1961 mov�es �ncluded West Side Story as the mov�e of the year and Elv�s Presley �n Blue Hawaii; Clark Gable and 

Mar�lyn Monroe gave the�r last performances �n The Misfits, and Paul Newman and Jack�e Gleason starred �n 
The Hustler
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1962
Political & social

• Pres�dent Kennedy and N�k�ta Khrushchev found a way out of the Cuban M�ss�le Cr�s�s
• The first person was k�lled try�ng to cross the Berl�n Wall

science & technology
• John Glenn went �nto space
• Tab and D�et R�te colas debuted
• L�ght-em�tt�ng d�odes (LEDs) were developed

Popular Culture
• On telev�s�on, Amer�cans watched The Beverly Hillbillies and The Jetsons, Walter Cronk�te brought us the 

CBS Evening News, and Johnny Carson took over The Tonight Show
• The Fly�ng Wallendas’ deadly fall occurred at the State Fa�r Col�seum
• “I Left My Heart �n San Franc�sco” by Tony Bennett topped the charts
• Mar�lyn Monroe k�lled herself, and com�c actor Ern�e Kovacs was k�lled �n a car crash
• 1962 mov�es �ncluded Gregory Peck �n To Kill a Mockingbird, Peter O’Toole �n Lawrence of Arabia and the first 

Bond mov�e, Dr. No; Bette Dav�s and Joan Crawford scared us �n What Ever Happened to Baby Jane?

1963
Political & social

• Pres�dent John F. Kennedy was assass�nated by Lee Harvey Oswald �n Dallas, Texas
• Betty Fr�edan publ�shed The Feminine Mystique
• Led by Mart�n Luther K�ng Jr., 125,000 people marched down Woodward Avenue for rac�al equal�ty
• Mart�n Luther K�ng Jr. del�vered h�s “I Have a Dream” speech
• Governor George Wallace of Alabama tr�ed to block Afr�can Amer�can students from attend�ng the Un�vers�ty of 

Alabama

science & technology
• The touch-tone phone and ZIP codes were �ntroduced

Popular Culture
• 1963 telev�s�on �ncluded The Fugitive, My Favorite Martian, Petticoat Junction and Let’s Make a Deal
• Peter, Paul and Mary were a b�g h�t, and L�ttle Stev�e Wonder emerged from Motown
• Harvey Ball (not Forrest Gump) �nvented the sm�ley face
• 1963 mov�es �ncluded The Great Escape, The Pink Panther and The Birds

1964
Political & social

• Pres�dent Johnson unve�led h�s goals for h�s “Great Soc�ety” �n�t�at�ves �n a speech at the Un�vers�ty of M�ch�gan
• Lyndon Johnson was elected to cont�nue to serve as pres�dent
• The Gulf of Tonk�n �nc�dent �n North V�etnam prompted Congress to pass the Southeast As�a Resolut�on —  

th�s resolut�on served as Johnson’s legal just�ficat�on for escalat�ng Amer�can �nvolvement �n V�etnam
• The C�v�l R�ghts Act was passed
• J.P. McCarthy jo�ned WJR
• Nelson Mandela was sentenced to l�fe �n pr�son �n South Afr�ca
• Mart�n Luther K�ng Jr. won the Nobel Peace Pr�ze
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science & technology
• Stereo e�ght-track players were put �nto cars
• The first bus�ness computer, the IBM System/360, was �ntroduced
• An F4 tornado k�lled 11 people and �njured more than 200 as �t plowed northeast from Mt. Clemens to Algonac

Popular Culture
• The Beatles became popular �n the U.S. and appeared at Olymp�a Stad�um on September 6
• The S&H catalog became the largest s�ngle publ�cat�on �n the U.S.; S&H pr�nted three t�mes as many “Green 

Stamps” as the U.S. Postal Serv�ce pr�nted postage stamps
• Cass�us Clay (a.k.a. Muhammad Al�) became heavywe�ght champ�on of the world
• 1964 telev�s�on �ncluded Gilligan’s Island, The Addams Family, The Munsters and Bewitched; the “t�ck�ng” theme 

song of Jeopardy! was heard for the first t�me
• The rad�o was play�ng “I Want to Hold Your Hand” by The Beatles and h�ts by The Roll�ng Stones, The Dave 

Clark F�ve; Lou�s Armstrong had a h�t w�th “Hello, Dolly!” The Supremes were on top at Motown, and Bob 
Dylan correctly �nformed us that “The T�mes They are A-Chang�ng”

• 1964 mov�es �ncluded Dr. Strangelove, Goldfinger, Jul�e Andrews �n Mary Poppins, Audrey Hepburn and Rex 
Harr�son �n My Fair Lady and Elv�s Presley and Ann-Margret �n Viva Las Vegas

1965
Political & social

• The U.S. began bomb�ng North V�etnam and assumed a ground combat role �n South V�etnam
• The first �n a s�x-year-long ser�es of mass ant�-war demonstrat�ons were held
• Harvey Ovsh�nsky founded the underground newspaper The Fifth Estate �n the basement of h�s Second Avenue 

apartment �n Detro�t
• Pres�dent Johnson s�gned the Med�care b�ll and the Vot�ng R�ghts Act
• Rac�al d�sturbances flared �n Watts, and the first of three c�v�l r�ghts marches from Selma to Montgomery, 

Alabama, became known as “Bloody Sunday”
• Malcolm X was assass�nated

science & technology
• Soft contact lenses were �ntroduced

Popular Culture
• The m�n�sk�rt became a fash�on fad
• 1965 telev�s�on �ncluded I Spy, Get Smart, F Troop, Hogan’s Heroes, Green Acres, I Dream of Jeannie, Lost in Space 

and The Dean Martin Show
• M�ck Jagger and Ke�th R�chards of The Roll�ng Stones looked for “Sat�sfact�on,” Bob Dylan gave us “L�ke a 

Roll�ng Stone” at the Newport Jazz Fest�val, at the F�llmore �n San Franc�sco The Warlocks played and changed 
the�r name to The Grateful Dead, Sonny and Cher came on the scene w�th “I Got You Babe,” “You Lost that 
Lov�n’ Feel�n’” by The R�ghteous Brothers became the most played song on the rad�o of all t�me

• 1965 mov�es �ncluded Jul�e Andrews �n The Sound of Music, Doctor Zhivago and Cat Ballou, and What’s New 
Pussycat? �ntroduced us to Woody Allen
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1966
Political & social

• Robert Cobb �ntroduced Plum Street, an art�sts’ commun�ty near M�ch�gan Avenue between the Lodge and 
F�sher freeways

• Bobby Seale and Huey Newton formed the Black Panther Party
• The Nat�onal Organ�zat�on for Women (NOW) was founded
• We began hear�ng about “baby boomers”

science & technology
• The Astrodome was bu�lt, and �n �t a field of Astroturf

Popular Culture
• We played Tw�ster and Rock ’Em Sock ’Em Robots
• 1966 telev�s�on �ncluded Star Trek, Batman, The Monkees, Mission: Impossible, That Girl and The Newlywed Game 

w�th Bob Eubanks
• The rad�o was play�ng the Beach Boys’ album Pet Sounds and the�r h�t “Good V�brat�ons,” The Beatles gave us 

Revolver and Rubber Soul, The Mamas and the Papas h�t the top of the charts, and Frank S�natra had the song of 
the year w�th “Strangers �n the N�ght”

• 1966 mov�es �ncluded The Good, the Bad and the Ugly starr�ng Cl�nt Eastwood, Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf? 
and The Russians Are Coming, the Russians Are Coming

1967
Political & social

• The Pentagon was bes�eged by ant�-war protesters
• The h�pp�e group TransLove Energ�es, led by John S�ncla�r, held a “Love-In on Belle Isle” �n Apr�l
• Detro�t pol�ce ra�ded a bl�nd p�g on 12th Street �n July that resulted �n a week of r�ots — 43 people d�ed
• Senator Eugene McCarthy ran for pres�dent as the “peace cand�date”

science & technology
• Dr. Chr�st�aan Barnard performed the first human-to-human heart transplant
• Three U.S. astronauts were k�lled on the launchpad of Apollo 1
• The first pulsar star and the code to DNA were d�scovered

Popular Culture
• The first Super Bowl was played
• 1967 telev�s�on �ncluded The Smothers Brothers Comedy Hour, The Flying Nun w�th Sally F�eld, The Carol Burnett 

Show and The Phil Donahue Show; �t was also the year that the Corporat�on for Publ�c Broadcast�ng went on 
the a�r

• The mus�c scene exploded w�th Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band by The Beatles, John Lennon wrote 
“All You Need �s Love,” we first heard of The Turtles, P�nk Floyd, The Doors, Jethro Tull, Cream, The Jefferson 
A�rplane and Grace Sl�ck; J�m� Hendr�x burned h�s gu�tar to “Purple Haze,” wh�le The Who blew up the stage 
for “My Generat�on”; “Up, Up and Away” by The 5th D�mens�on was the song of the year; Motown gave us 
“Soul Man” w�th Sam and Dave, “Respect” w�th Aretha Frankl�n, and Gladys Kn�ght and The P�ps do�ng “I 
Heard It Through the Grapev�ne,” as Ot�s Redd�ng sang “The Dock of the Bay”

• 1967 mov�es �ncluded The Graduate, Bonnie and Clyde, Cool Hand Luke, Casino Royale and The Dirty Dozen, and 
In the Heat of the Night w�th Rod Ste�ger was the best mov�e of the year

• Ha�r opened on Broadway
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1968
Political & social

• Mart�n Luther K�ng Jr. was assass�nated by James Earl Ray; Robert Kennedy was assass�nated by S�rhan S�rhan
• Focus: HOPE was founded
• Commun�st forces launched the Tet offens�ve �n South V�etnam
• Pres�dent Johnson chose not to seek re-elect�on
• R�ots erupted at the Democrat�c Nat�onal Convent�on �n Ch�cago
• Rebell�ons and upr�s�ngs occurred around the world �n such places as France, Braz�l, Poland, Mex�co and Germany

science & technology
• NASA’s Apollo 8 spacecraft orb�ted the moon
• The Boe�ng 747 was bu�lt
• 911 was d�aled �n an emergency for the first t�me

Popular Culture
• The Detro�t T�gers won the World Ser�es
• Evel Kn�evel crashed jump�ng over the founta�n at Caesars Palace
• 1968 telev�s�on �ncluded Rowan & Martin’s Laugh In, The Mod Squad, Hawaii Five-O, The Galloping Gourmet, 

60 Minutes w�th Harry Reasoner, M�ke Wallace and Morley Safer, and Fred Rogers as M�ster Rogers debuted �n 
Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood

• The rad�o played Jan�s Jopl�n, J�m� Hendr�x, The Beatles’ White Album, Led Zeppel�n, The Steve M�ller Band, 
Jethro Tull and The Roll�ng Stones’ “Jump�n’ Jack Flash,” and Johnny Cash cashed �n on “Folsom Pr�son Blues”

• 1968 mov�es �ncluded 2001: A Space Odyssey, Funny Girl, The Love Bug, Rosemary’s Baby, Planet of the Apes and 
The Valley of the Dolls, and The Beatles all l�ved �n a Yellow Submarine

1969
Political & social

• R�chard N�xon became pres�dent
• Peace talks to end the V�etnam War began �n Par�s
• Charles Manson and h�s “fam�ly” were arrested
• V�etnam Morator�um Day — m�ll�ons worldw�de took part �n the b�ggest peace demonstrat�on of the era

science & technology
• Ne�l Armstrong became the first man to walk on the moon
• ARPANET, the precursor to the Internet, was created
• The first art�fic�al heart was �mplanted
• The Concorde took fl�ght

Popular Culture
• Nearly half a m�ll�on people attended Woodstock
• Ground was broken for Walt D�sney World
• Sesame Street first a�red, along w�th Monty Python’s Flying Circus, Marcus Welby M.D., Room 222, Hee Haw, The 

Courtship of Eddie’s Father and Love American Style; T�ny T�m sang “T�ptoe Through the Tul�ps” and marr�ed 
M�ss V�ck� on The Tonight Show

• Popular mus�c and art�sts �ncluded Led Zeppel�n, Creedence Clearwater Rev�val (CCR) and Arlo Guthr�e; Dav�d 
Crosby, Stephen St�lls, Graham Nash and Ne�l Young began CSN&Y, Tammy Wynette sang “Stand by Your 
Man,” and The 5th D�mens�on sang “Aquar�us” and “Let the Sunsh�ne In”

• 1969 mov�es �ncluded Midnight Cowboy, True Grit, wh�ch won John Wayne an Oscar, Take the Money and Run, 
Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid and Easy Rider
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Part iii: faMous siXties Quotes
These t�mes they are a-chang�n’

—Bob Dylan

All we are say�ng �s g�ve peace a chance.
—John Lennon

I have a dream that one day th�s nat�on w�ll r�se up and l�ve out the true mean�ng of �ts creed: We hold these truths to be 
self-ev�dent; that all men are created equal.

—Martin Luther King, Jr.

Power to the people!
—Unknown

If you can remember the S�xt�es, you weren’t there.
—Unknown

You can’t separate peace from freedom because no one can be at peace unless he has h�s freedom.
—Malcolm X

Make love, not war.
—Unknown

And so, my fellow Amer�cans: ask not what your country can do for you – ask what you can do for your country.
—John F. Kennedy, Inaugural address, 1961

The Cold War �sn’t thaw�ng; �t �s burn�ng w�th a deadly heat.
—Richard Nixon

A g�rl should not expect spec�al pr�v�leges because of her sex but ne�ther should she adjust to prejud�ce and 
d�scr�m�nat�on.

—Betty Friedan

The greatest leader of our t�me has been struck down by the foulest deed of our t�me…so let us here h�ghly resolve that 
John F�tzgerald Kennedy d�d not l�ve or d�e �n va�n.

—Lyndon Johnson

That’s one small step for a man; one g�ant leap for mank�nd.
—Neil Armstrong

Turn on, tune �n, drop out. 
—Timothy Leary

Freedom’s just another word for noth�ng left to lose.
—From “Me and Bobby McGee”; written by Kris Kristofferson and performed by Janis Joplin

You got to get �t wh�le you can.
—Janis Joplin

Amer�ca:  Love �t or leave �t.
—Unknown

– I’m not go�ng to be the first Amer�can pres�dent to lose a war.
—Richard Nixon, October 1969

We have a long way to go �n the space race. We started late. But th�s �s the new ocean, and I bel�eve the Un�ted States 
must sa�l on �t and be �n a pos�t�on second to none.

—President John F. Kennedy, 1962

Just s�t r�ght back and you’ll hear a tale, 
A tale of a fateful tr�p  
That started from th�s trop�c port  
Aboard th�s t�ny sh�p…

—Gilligan’s Island theme song
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